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To the Familiy and Friends of St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church,
 Celebrating 100 years as a Parish Church is quite an accomplishment. What 
we are celebrating is not a building, but a people who have been and are still dedi-
cated to a particular building that represents who we are as a Catholic Community. 

The good people of St. Nicholas Church, past and present, have a marvelous record of com-
mitment to their Church. From the time of the Italian Immigrants who settled in South Phila-
delphia in the late 1800s until today, the values of faith, family and tradition have been the 
driving force of this Parish Community. That is why our Centennial Committee chose these 
important values as the theme for our 100th Anniversary Year.
 The immigrants who migrated from Italy realized and understood how important these 
values were for them as newly arrived people and strangers in a foreign land. Faith, fam-
ily and tradition kept them united and secure as they encountered the many difficulties and 
problems they found in their new land. Although they missed their towns and villages and 
the families they left behind in Italy, their experience here in America was made somewhat 
easier because they found support and community as a member of their Church—San Nicola 
di Tolentino at 9th and Watkins Streets. This Commemorative Book provides you with a vivid 
history in words and pictures of their experience; one that details how faith, family and tradi-
tion made a dramatic impact on the lives of so many people who were and are still a part of 
this Church Community.
  During this past year, we have been celebrating who we are as an Italian National Parish.  
Our Centennial Committee has worked diligently on many projects so that we do not forget 
the struggles of the parishioners of the past, but also to help us appreciate the culture, growth 
and achievements of these same people and those who would follow them.  There have been 
many different activities and events that have helped us to be proud of who and what we are 
as a unique and special place of worship in South Philadelphia.
 My heartfelt thanks and prayers go out to all those who were involved in any way during 
this year of thanksgiving. A special mention of appreciation is in store for our Centennial 
Committee who worked long hours sharing their talents in a variety of ways so that all of the 
people in our parish could enjoy our celebration of 100 years as a Church Community. Rec-
ognition is also given to those who prepared the pages of this book that tells our story. I hope 
that you enjoy this book as either a friend or as family of St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church. 
God bless you and Cent’ Anni!
       With best wishes and prayerful thoughts,

       
       
       Rev. Nick Martorano, O.S.A.
       Pastor    
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 Nicholas Gurrutti was born in the village 
of Sant’Angelo in Pontano, Italy in 1245. His 
parents, middle-aged and childless, made a 
pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Nicholas of 
Bari, to ask his intercession on their behalf. 
Shortly thereafter, a son was born to them 
whom they named Nicholas out of gratitude.
 At an early age Nicholas was greatly 
moved by the preaching of the Augustinian 
Father Reginaldo di Monterubbiano, prior of 
the monastery of Sant’Angelo, and requested 
admission into the community. He was ac-
cepted by the friars and made his novitiate in 
1261. Nicholas directed his efforts to being a 
good priest and soon became renowned for 
his charity toward his confreres and all God’s 
people. His religious formation was greatly 
influenced by the spirituality of the hermits of 
Brettino, a community located in the region 
of Le Marche where Nicholas was born and 
raised. It was one of the congregations that 
formed part of the “Grand Union” of Augus-
tinians in 1256.
 Characteristic of these early hermits of 
Brettino was a great emphasis on poverty, 
rigorous practices of fasting and abstinence, 
and long periods of the day devoted to com-
munal and private prayer. As Nicholas en-
tered the Order at its inception he learned to 
combine the ascetical practices of the Brettini 
with the apostolic thrust which the Church 
now invited the Augustinians to practice. At 
times, Nicholas devoted himself to prayer and 
works of penance with such intensity that it 
was necessary for his superiors to impose 
limitations on him. At one point he was so 
weakened though fasting that he was encour-
aged in a vision of Mary and the child Jesus to 
eat a piece of bread signed with the cross and 
soaked in water to regain his strength. There-
after he followed this practice in ministering 
to the sick himself. In his honor the custom of 
blessing and distributing the “Bread of Saint 
Nicholas” is continued by the Augustinians in 
many places today.
 Nicholas was ordained to the priesthood 
in 1271. He lived in several different mon-
asteries of the Augustinian Order, engaged  

principally in the ministry of preach-
ing. In 1275 he was sent to Tolen-
tino and remained there for the 
rest of his life. Nicholas worked to 
counteract the decline of morality 
and religion which came with the 
development of city life in the late 
thirteenth century. He ministered to 
the sick and the poor, and actively 
sought out those who had become 
estranged from the Church. A fel-
low religious described Nicholas’ 
ministry in these words: “He was 
a joy to those who were sad, a consolation 
to the suffering, peace to those at variance, 
refreshment to those who toiled, support for 
the poor, and a healing balm for prisoners.” 
Nicholas’ reputation as a saintly man and a 
worker of miracles led many people to the 
monastery of Tolentino.
 When in 1884 Nicholas was proclaimed 
“Patron Saint of the Souls in Purgatory” by 
Pope Leo XIII, confirmation was given to a 
long- standing aspect of devotion toward this 
friar which is traced to an event in his own 
life. On a certain Saturday night as he lay in 
bed, Nicholas heard Fra Pellegrino of Osimo, 
a deceased friar who Nicholas had known. 
Fra Pellegrino revealed that he was in pur-
gatory and he begged Nicholas to offer Mass 
for him and for the other suffering souls so 
that they might be set free. For the next seven 
days, Nicholas did so and was rewarded with 
a second vision in which the deceased con-
frere expressed his gratitude and assurance 
that a great number of people were now en-
joying the presence of God through Nicholas’ 
prayers. As this event became known, many 
people approached Nicholas, asking his inter-
cession on behalf of their own deceased rela-
tives and friends.
 Nicholas died in Tolentino on September 
10th, 1305. He was declared a saint in 1446, 
the first member of the Augustinian Order to 
be canonized. Saint Nicholas’ body is vener-
ated in the basilica in Tolentino which bears 
his name. His feast is celebrated by the Au-
gustinian family on this day each September.

SAINT NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINE



A merica was always a nation of immi-
grants, but when the people of Eastern 
and Southern Europe began arriving 

in unprecedented numbers in the late 1800’s, 
they were deemed less compatible and desir-
able than the earlier settlers. It was feared that 
their presence would likely damage American 
society, institutions, and culture. Italian immi-
grants were a large part of this new population 
and they were often met with hostility.
 The Catholic Church in Philadelphia also 
faced a challenge in addressing what one Bish-
op termed the “Italian Problem.” The new im-
migrants were undeniably poor, did not speak 
English, and carried spiritual beliefs and cus-

toms that were somewhat different 
from those of the largely Irish and Ger-
man Catholics who held positions of 
authority in the archdiocese. In many 
ways they seemed out of place – their 
style of dress, their music, their zeal-
ous dedication to patron saints, and 
their peculiar emphasis on food as a 
critical part of their social and religious 
fabric.
 When an earlier and smaller wave of 
Italians had arrived in the 1850’s, Arch-
bishop John Neumann showed great 
foresight in developing the concept of 
a “National Parish” – a church created 
specifically to minister to a particular 
ethnic group – hence the creation of 

St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, the first Italian 
National Parish in the United States. But by the 
late 1800’s, the number of immigrants in South 
Philadelphia had grown so tremendously that 
Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan decided he needed 
significant help from Italian-speaking priests. 
With the aid of his friend, Archbishop Sebastia-
no Martinelli, an Augustinian, he established a 
new parish - Nostra Signora del Buon Consiglio 
(Our Lady of Good Counsel) at 8th and Chris-
tian Streets in 1898. The Augustinians agreed to 
send three priests from Italy to begin this mis-
sion and they were given a huge mandate – the 
pastoral care of all Italians in Philadelphia, ex-
cept for members of the existing parish of St. 
Mary Magdalen de Pazzi. It was also agreed 
that ultimately, upon the passing of the long-
time pastor Fr. Antonio Isoleri, even that parish 
would be turned over to the Augustinians.

 People felt a great affinity for the new church 
and found a congenial home there. St. Mary 
Magdalen was long considered the “Genovese 
church”, made up of mostly Northern Italians 
who had arrived a half century earlier and were 
firmly planted in the United States. The new 
arrivals from Southern Italy and Sicily clearly 
needed a place to call their own, and during its 
35 years of existence, Buon Consiglio thrived, 
recording an amazing 10,000 marriages and 
75,000 baptisms. 
 Unlike the archdiocesan priests who sought 
to have Italians assimilate, the Italian Augustin-
ians encouraged and enabled the congregation 
to retain its original culture and personal identi-
ty. They became champions of ethnic pride and 
religious fervor. Pastor Angelo Caruso gave im-
passioned sermons in Italian urging the faithful 
to preserve their traditions. But by consistently 
delivering this message, he was implicitly chal-
lenging archdiocesan authority and soon this 
semi-autonomous colony of Catholics would 
be seen as a threat to church leaders. In a rela-
tively short time, the Italian population in Phila-
delphia grew from an estimated 30,000 to more 
than 150,000, and began to rise in stature, edu-
cation, and economic status. As this occurred, 
the Archdiocese became increasingly uncom-
fortable with having ceded such a burgeoning 
population to a specific order of foreign priests.
 Soon the congregation of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Parish became overwhelming and an 
additional church building was sought, spe-
cifically for those settling below Washington 
Avenue. In early 1912, a suitable property be-
came available. The Salem Evangelical Church 
at 9th & Watkins had been offered for sale to a 
Jewish congregation, but the deal fell through 
and the Augustinians were able to obtain it for 
only $14,500, with the blessing of Archbishop 
Edmond Prendergast. On April 4th, an article 
in the Evening Bulletin lamented that “due to 
great changes in the character of the population 
in that neighborhood, the congregation of the 
Protestant church has dwindled”, noting that 
the fleeing residents were being replaced by the 
new Italian Catholics.
 

The Augustinians sought a distinctive name 
for the church, and after some deliberation, it 
was dedicated to Saint Nicholas of Tolentino, a  
13th Century Augustinian, who was the first can-
onized saint of the Order and is venerated as the 
patron of the faithful departed. Father Giovanni 
Cerruti was put in charge at the age of 32.
 On Sunday April 14, 1912 the church of St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine was officially dedicated 
with a lovely ceremony held at 3:00 PM. There 
was great joy among the people, as Italian reli-
gious and beneficial societies with brass bands 
and banners joined the celebration amidst a 
profusion of Italian and American flags and the 
children of Our Lady of Good Counsel Church 
singing hymns.
 Sadly, the joyous mood changed that eve-
ning as word spread of an event that over-
shadowed the establishment of the new church 
– the luxury liner Titanic struck an iceberg 
only hours after the ceremony ended, and by 
the next morning it sunk, claiming over 1,500 
lives. The Archdiocesan archives hold a page of  

The birth of St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
Church occurred during an era of great 
change in the United States and the city 
of Philadelphia. It was established in 
1912, but its roots go back even further. 
Its early history unfolded at a time of 
unprecedented turmoil and controversy. 
The parish’s continued existence is a 
great testimony to the resilient faith and 
profound spirituality of the members of 
the congregation. 
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Italian immigrants carried their religious traditions 
with them, such as the custom of this festival in 
honor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Feast held in the 
Abruzzo Region circa 1910.

The altar of Our Lady of Good Counsel, the first Italian 
Parish built by the Augustinians at 8th and Christian 
Streets, the parent church of the soon to be established 
mission of St. Nicholas of Tolentine.
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clippings from the week of April 14, 1912 with 
both a press release announcing the establish-
ment of St. Nicholas of Tolentine and a copy of 
a letter from Archbishop Prendergast appealing 
for prayers for the victims of the disaster.
 During its early years, St. Nicholas of Tolen-
tine continued to serve as a mission church of 
Our Lady of Good Council, but its growth was 
vigorous nonetheless. During its first year, 
membership grew to 2,500 people and it estab-
lished a Sunday school for the immigrant chil-
dren – Scuola Domenicale di San Nicolo.
 Father Alfonso Baldassarre carried on the 
work of Fr. Cerutti when the young priest be-
came ill in 1914 and tragically died a few years 
later at the age of 39. Fr. Baldassarre proved to 
be a major figure in the history of St. Nicholas 
of Tolentine, serving for 12 years. His ambi-
tious leadership helped the church develop and 
become a significant presence in South Phila-
delphia. With growth, came a need for a larger 
church, and Father Baldassarre responded. In 
1916, the original chapel was demolished and 
work began on a new building. Masses took 
place in a house at 1720 South 9th Street, in 
which the first floor had been converted into a 
long hall. With no church to be had, wedding 
photos were taken in studios with a church im-
age superimposed in the background.
 Father Baldassarre’s desire to build an impor-
tant edifice led him to select an award-winning 
Italian architect, Nicholas Seraccino, who had 
studied in Naples and maintained an office on 
Broadway in New York City. Seraccino had re-
cently completed two structures in Manhattan 
- The Church of the Sacred Hearts of Mary and 
Jesus, which bears a striking resemblance to St. 
Nicholas, and his masterpiece – the church of 
St. Jean Bapiste which stands at 72nd and Lex-
ington in the upper east side and is considered 
the most significant Catholic Church building 
in New York, other than St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
Serracino’s elegant and simple neo-classic de-
sign for St. Nicholas was quickly realized and 
the new church opened in one year.
 The next major task was to address the need 
for a school. Fr. Baldassarre’s 1922 Annual Re-
port listed 1,006 baptisms and 185 weddings 
in a single year, so it was clear that a proper 
school was required. Cardinal Dennis Dough-
erty recognized this and wrote an impassioned 

letter to the pastor urging him to proceed with 
the project, exclaiming that “the Italian children 
run the risk of falling into the hands of Protes-
tant proselytizers.”
 Fr. Baldassarre developed plans that called 
for the purchase of land on the site of St. Mary’s 
Cemetery at 10th & Moore Streets, but was told 
by the diocesan Consultors that Canon Law for-
bade construction that would disturb graves. 
Ironically, 30 years later, the same laws were 
overridden to accommodate the building of 
St. Maria Goretti High School. Nonetheless, a 
smaller lot at 9th and Pierce was chosen and 
the new school opened in September of 1925, 
staffed by the Missionary Sisters of St. Francis 
who would remain there for 26 years.
 As St. Nicholas of Tolentine thrived, all was 
not well among the leaders of neighboring 
churches and the policy makers within the dio-
cese. As early as 1926, the pastor of St. Mary 
Magdalen complained to Cardinal Dougherty 
that the Augustinians were keeping him in a 
state of “constant agitation” by their incur-
sions into his parochial territory. Fr. Filippo 
Pambianco was now leading St. Nicholas and 
was known for his eloquent speaking, strong 
personality, and expressive pen. A series of  

An article in the Evening Bulletin on April 4, 1912 reported 
the purchase of the Old Salem Church by the Augustinians. 

A pamphlet 
published in  
1925, in Italian  
and English, 
announced the 
construction of 
the new school 
building.
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contentious letters illustrate the growing con-
troversy surrounding the reach of Augustinian 
authority that was wielded from Good Counsel 
and St. Nicholas. The issue would not go away, 
even when Fr. Pambianco departed Philadelphia 
after being accused of writing a poem that was 
not complimentary of the Cardinal.
 By the early 1930s, the Archdiocese recog-
nized that the time had come to re-examine its 
strategy of ministering to Italian-speaking Cath-
olics and to reign in the authority of the Italian 
priests. Cardinal Dougherty determined that the 
agreement granting exclusive pastoral care to 
the Augustinians had been made without the 
proper consent of the Consultors and should 
be abrogated. Further, it was decided that Our 
Lady of Good Counsel parish should close and 
its Italian-speaking parishioners be dispersed 
to other nearby churches. In the Cardinal’s de-

sign, the parish, which had become highly sym-
bolic of semi-autonomous ethnic identity, had 
to disappear. It was therefore ordered that the 
Italian priests and the canonical foundation of 
Good Counsel would formally be transferred to 
St. Nicholas of Tolentine. The decree was reluc-
tantly accepted by the Augustinians.
 The Archdiocese announced these plans on 
May 3, 1933 amid great dismay, protest, and re-
bellion by many in the Italian community. A huge 
public demonstration exploded on the streets of 
South Philadelphia, and by nightfall, a crowd 
of 1,500 people converged on the church. The 
crowd prevented the pastor, Fr. Aurelio Marini, 
and his assistants from leaving the rectory, ulti-
mately holding the pastor under house arrest for 
months. As the protests continued, national and 
international help was sought. A delegation met 
in Washington, D.C. with the Italian Ambassa-
dor to the U.S., while others sent a cablegram to 
Pope Pius XI begging for his intervention. Despite  
these actions, Cardinal Dougherty stood firm, 
and Our Lady of Good Counsel was closed. The 

action left a permanent scar on the local com-
munity and severely damaged their view of the 
Cardinal. When he arrived for Confirmation cer-
emonies at a nearby parish later that year, police 
were called to guard him from possible harm.
 With all of this upheaval and sadness, many 
took comfort and pride in the expansion of St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine, finally declared an in-
dependent parish in 1932. In the next 2 years, 
membership grew from 900 families with 4,800 
individuals, to 2,300 families and nearly 12,000 
people. In the new parish, the people found a 
refuge from the storm of assimilation. It was a 
place where they could maintain the traditions 
they brought from their native land, particularly a 
dedication to their patron saints. Societies were 
established for dozens of Italian saints, each with 
a suitable statue, banner and feast day. These so-
cieties and their corresponding processions were 
a significant demonstration of faith for the peo-
ple, and along with the distinguished organiza-
tions of the Sodality and the Holy Name, gave the 
parishioners a strong sense of place.
 In 1933, Fr. Claudio Fabrizi was appointed 
pastor of what was now an official parish, and 
his long tenure and strong leadership steered 
the church into the modern era. During his 22 
years at St. Nicholas, Fr. Fabrizi achieved much 
success. He liquidated an existing debt of more 
than $200,000 early in his tenure while the De-
pression raged on; he expanded and updated 
the school building, built a new convent, and in 
1951 secured the Religious Teachers Filippini to 
replace the Missionary Sisters of St. Francis. The 
Filippinis brought a great passion for education 
to the school. The first group of Sisters to ar-
rive included many who would become revered 
and beloved figures in the parish. The Filippinis 
have remained a vital presence at St. Nicholas 
for over 60 years and their reputation for provid-
ing quality education is a great source of pride.
 Fr. Fabrizi and his assistants of that era are 
well remembered and admired to this day by se-
nior members of the parish. Names such as Fr. 
Anthony Cirami, Fr. John Positano, Fr. Ambrose 
Colorita, Fr. Joseph Toscani, and three future 
pastors – Fr. Peter Toscani, Fr. Louis Diorio, and 
Fr. Joseph Gattinella remind many of the great 
stewardship that St. Nicholas was blessed with 
over the years. The guidance of these priests 
helped the congregation cope with the difficult 

times of the 1930s and 40s. During times of war 
the church provided solace and inspiration to 
keep the faith. Some parish priests served as 
chaplains in the armed forces, such as Fr. Cirami 
in World War II and Fr. Gattinella in the Korean 
Conflict. When World War II was coming to a 
close, a memorable Communion Breakfast was 
held to pray for 25 young men from St. Nicho-
las who died in the war. Their fathers were in 
attendance and were awarded gold certificates. 
Fr. Positano celebrated the Mass, and in honor 
of the fallen soldiers, led over 300 parishioners 
in procession to the Adelphia Hotel on Chestnut 
Street for the breakfast.
 Fr. John was a popular figure and an accom-
plished musician who led a band prior to be-
coming a priest. After his ordination, he con-
tinued to play his clarinet at parish gatherings. 
His musical endeavors ranged from leading a St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine big band to sitting in with 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra.
 The decade of the 1960s was a time of 
great change in the country and in the Catho-
lic Church. Fr. Angelo Allegrini was appointed 
to lead the parish through these years and he 
served as pastor from 1961 to 1971. The decrees 
of the Second Vatican Council dramatically al-
tered the day-to-day practices of the faithful. As 
Latin was replaced with the vernacular at Mass, 
St. Nicholas began to conduct services in Eng-
lish and Italian, and maintains a Sunday Italian 
Mass to this day.

 
 

An article in the Evening Bulletin on May 4, 1933 reported 
the protests of the Italian American Catholics in South 
Philadelphia upon the announcement of the closing of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Parish.

The parish thrived in the 1930’s and 40’s under the  
stewardship of Fr. Claudio Fabrizi, seen here with the 
school class of 1938.
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 The parish always placed a high priority on 
providing meaningful and beautiful liturgies, 
and has been blessed with the dedication of 
many talented priests and lay people. Fr. Ste-
phen Bordi and Fr. Adolfo Toccafondi were 
notable in the area of church music. Fr. Bordi 
was an accomplished organist and artist, and 
Fr. Adolph composed a great deal of music that 
continues to be performed. Today, the parish 
choir and cantors provide inspirational music 
at the Masses and steadfast readers enthusiasti-
cally proclaim the word.
 To accommodate the wide range of changes 
dictated by Vatican II, Fr. Allegrini decided that 
the church should be modernized, and in Janu-
ary 1964 he undertook a major renovation at a 
cost of over $180,000. Many parishioners still 
remember attending Mass at the Savoia The-
atre on Broad Street during the reconstruction. 
A few years later, the nation’s baby boom pro-
duced such a large number of children in the 
parish that a new school was needed for addi-
tional classrooms. It opened in 1968 and Arch-
bishop John Cardinal Krol came to bless the new 
building in a memorable ceremony.
 During Fr. Allegrini’s tenure and that of his 
successor, Fr. Joseph Gattinella, who returned 
to St. Nicholas as pastor in 1972, activities in 
the parish continued to thrive as many organi-
zations remained active and the parish school 
became even more vibrant. During the 1960s 
and 70s some faithful priests from an earlier 
era returned as assistants: familiar faces like Fr. 
Diorio and Fr. Pete were joined by Fr. Eugene 
Zega from Italy and Fr. Cherubim Formosa Kerr 
from Malta. Another important part of the par-
ish fabric during this time was Boy Scout Troop 
248. Many dedicated parishioners worked with 
the scouts and developed a proud tradition.
 In 1977 a young parishioner named Nicholas 
Martorano was ordained into the Augustinian 
order. Fr. Nick initially served the Augustinians 
at their prep school in Vineland, NJ but ultimately  

returned as pastor of St. Nicholas in 1984. As 
a native son, Father Martorano recognized the 
unique assets that his parish possessed – the 
strong commitment, enthusiastic spirit, and 
deep faith of its members. During his long ten-
ure, he has embodied this resilience and deter-
mination and has kept the parish on a firm foot-
ing. He has been a committed leader through 
difficult times, enlivening the parish liturgies 
and the celebration of the sacraments, provid-
ing innovative religious and social programs, 
and enhancing the reputation of the school.
 In 1987, on the occasion of St. Nicholas of To-
lentine’s 75th anniversary, Fr. Nick reinstituted a 
parish procession. The annual event has grown 
over the past 25 years into a renowned day-long 
festival that celebrates church traditions and au-
thentic Italian culture – in many ways reflecting 
the very history of the parish itself and proudly 
displaying it for all to see. 
 St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church has not 
only survived over one hundred years, but has 
thrived as a beacon in South Philadelphia, strik-
ing the right tone – a strong desire to evolve and 
move forward in the face of modern challenges 
while staying true to the faith and ever mindful 
of its distinctive ethnic roots. The motto of the 
parish’s centennial “Faith, Family and Tradition” 
is drawn from its own specific ancestry, but the 
sentiment speaks to all Christian people – serve 
the Lord in every aspect of your life – internally 
and externally, at home and in the world out-
side, in word and in deed, reverently and bois-
terously, in spirit and in song, and whenever 
possible – with food!

 This account was assembled by Peter Spina 
based on research and essays by Rev. George 
DeMarco, O.S.A. (Saint Nicholas of Tolentine 75th 
Anniversary), Rev. Michael DiGregorio, O.S.A. 
(The Italian Augustinians in Philadelphia), and Dr. 
Richard Juliani (St. Nicholas of Tolentine and the 
Italian Catholic Experience in South Philadelphia).

Opposite Page: (Top) There was much growth in the par-
ish and the school during the 1960s, as evidence by this 
1968 photo of First Holy Communion children. (Bottom) 
Pastor Fr. Nick and Principal Sr. Mary Esther welcomed 
parish friend Bishop Louis DeSimone for confirmation 
ceremonies in 2008.
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[1] The Old Salem Church was purchased in 1912 and served as the first 
building of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine [2] Architectural rendering of the 
new church building designed in 1916 [3] Newspaper clipping announcing 1912–1917 establishment of Saint Nicholas [4] Newspapers reported the sinking of the Titanic which occured on the same day the  

church was consecrated [5] The new church was still being built during the 1916 wedding of Allessandro and Lucia Marconi  
so an appropriate setting was created in the photographer’s studio [6] Altar servers John and Jack Milano in 1917
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[1] Saint Nicholas Sunday School in 1918 with Pastor Baldassare and 
Former Pastor Cerruti [2] Two of the early Augustinian friars to arrive  1918–1919 from Italy, Fr Aurelio Marini and Fr John Cerruti [3] Children would dress in the attire of  

the saints for their feast day [4] 1918 celebration of the feast of Saint Anthony of Padua
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1920–1922 [1] 1920 procession through the parish streets [2] 1921 Annual Report listing 185 weddings and  
over 1,000 baptisms  [3] A huge congregation assembled for the feast of Saint Caterina in 1922
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1923–1932 [1] A 1923 publication of the parish services in Italian and English [2] Newspaper report of cornerstone  
being laid for the parish school in 1925 [3] Rendering of the 1925 school rendering [4] Holy Thursday 1929
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 Archbishop Sebastiano Martinelli, O.S.A., 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States, re-
sponds to Philadelphia’s Archbishop Patrick 
Ryan’s request for Italian priests to minister 
to the tens of thousands of Italian immigrants 
arriving in Philadelphia. Archbishop Martinelli 
notes in his official register that Fathers Gug-
lielmo Repetti and Angelo Caruso along with 
Brother Bernardino Falconi were to begin the 
mission and administer the new parish in Phil-
adelphia that was to be established for the Ital-
ian people.
 The Prior General names 27-year-old Father 
Caruso, from Avellino in southern Italy, as the 
superior of the new foundation; Father Repet-
ti, 25 years old, from Genoa in the north, as 
pastor; and Brother Bernardino, at 36, the se-
nior friar of the pioneer group, from Florence, 
as their assistant. The choice of friars from 
distinct geographical regions of Italy is likely 
made in a conscious effort to address some of 
the difficulties experienced by the new immi-
grants, most of whom are from southern parts 
of Italy, and who do not feel welcome at the 
only Italian parish in the city, St. Mary Magda-
len de Pazzi.

 The formal inauguration of the parish of 
Nostra Signora del Buon Consiglio (Our Lady of 
Good Counsel) takes place. The friars purchase 
the former school building of Saint Paul’s Par-
ish at 816 Christian Street for $25,000 and refit 
it to house the church, the parish office, class-
rooms, and a small friary.

 Archbishop Martinelli blesses the corner-
stone of the renovated building of Buon Con-
siglio and a month later a cross is raised atop 
the structure. Tragedy befalls the mission with 
the sudden death of Father Repetti on August 
2, 1899. The pastor is one of the many victims 
of typhoid fever that strikes various parts of 
the city. Within six weeks, another friar, Father 
Agostino Cogliani, arrives from Italy, while Fa-
ther Caruso assumes the pastorate. Archbishop 
Ryan blesses the church on November 26, 1899, 
with Archbishop Martinelli in attendance.

 Father Caruso sees the need for a parish 
school and outfits rooms in the same building, 
the parish’s only structure. The school opens 
with 320 pupils in six grades on September 8, 
1901 in the presence of Archbishop Martinelli, 
who had contributed to its establishment both 
with moral support and financial assistance. In 
1902, a second floor of the building is similarly 
equipped, so that there are now 12 classrooms 
for the 847 pupils. The Missionary Sisters of St. 
Francis from Peekskill, New York, are brought 
in to administer the school and to teach. The 
classes are, as Father Caruso had decided (and 
not without controversy), conducted both in 
English and Italian.

 Archbishop Diomede Falconio writes to 
Archbishop Ryan in 1906 urging him to provide 
an additional church for the Italians who con-
tinue to arrive in great numbers. The following  
year, 1907, Saint Rita of Cascia is founded as a 
‘mixed parish’ serving both Italian and non-Ital-
ian parishioners living on the west side of Broad 
Street. It, too, is entrusted to the Augustinians, 
but to the American Province of St. Thomas of 
Villanova rather than to the Italian friars.

 In succeeding years, the Italian population 
of South Philadelphia begins to shift, extending 
farther south in the city due to the extreme-
ly crowded conditions in the vicinity of Buon 
Consiglio. The friars see the need now to follow 
their people, as many find it difficult to travel 
to the Italian church for Mass and the sacra-
ments, or simply choose not to do so. In Febru-
ary, 1912, the Augustinians purchase a former 
Protestant Church at 9th and Watkins to serve 
as a mission chapel for the mother church. It 
is dedicated to Saint Nicholas of Tolentino, a 
13th-century Augustinian, who was the first 
canonized saint of the Order and is venerated 
as the special patron of the faithful departed.

 The Prior General, Eustasio Esteban, estab-
lishes the two communities at Buon Consiglio 
and St. Nicholas of Tolentino as a Vice-Province 
of the Order. Father Nicholas Vasey is named 
Commissary General, but on a temporary ba-
sis. When Father Marini succeeds him in this 
position in 1928, a new period of growth be-
gins as additional parishes are accepted under 
the direction of the Vice-Province: two in East 
Vineland, New Jersey with their four attendant 
missions and, in 1931, another in Dobbs Ferry, 
New York.

 On November 24, 1932, Cardinal Dough-
erty of Philadelphia, with the agreement of 
the Augustinian officials in Rome, transfers 
the canonical foundation from Buon Consi-
glio to Saint Nicholas of Tolentino, thus mov-
ing the focus of the Italian Augustinian mis-
sion.  In 1933, the parish of Nostra Signora del 
Buon Consiglio is officially closed by Cardinal 
Dougherty, to the great dismay, protests, and 
rebellion of many in the Italian community.

 From 1898 to 1933, a total of 40 friars came 
from abroad to work among the Italian immi-
grants, 29 of them from Italy and 11 from Mal-
ta and Spain. But even after Buon Consiglio 
closed, 15 more friars came to staff the other 
houses that had grown from the first founda-
tion of the Italian mission on Christian Street 
in Philadelphia, not to mention the native-born 
Italian Americans who began entering the 
Vice-Province in the 1930s.

Fr. Guglielmo Repetti (1897-1899)
Fr. Angelo Caruso (1899-1911)
Fr. Agostino Bonanni (1911-1912)
Fr. Daniele Scalabrella (1912-1914)
Fr. Tommaso Terlizzi (1914-1919)
Fr. Aurelio Marini (1920-1933)

THE REQUEST1897
THE BIRTH OF OUR LADY  
OF GOOD COUNSEL CHURCH1899

GOOD COUNSEL’S  
PARISH SCHOOL1901

A SECOND REQUEST1906
1907

THE BIRTH OF ST. NICHOLAS  
OF TOLENTINO CHURCH1912 THE PASTORS

THE PASTORS OF OUR LADY  
OF GOOD COUNSEL

THE AUGUSTINIANS’ 
FIRST PARISH1898THE ITALIAN  

AUGUSTINIANS IN  
PHILADELPHIA
By Fr. Michael Di Gregorio, OSA

THE CLOSING OF OUR  
LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

1932
1933

ADDITIONAL PARISHES ADDED TO 
THE AUGUSTINIAN VICE-PROVINCE1925



ST. NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINE

Rev. Filippo Pambianco, O.S.A.
1926-1927 (1 year)
(b. 1879 – d. 1952)

Rev. Giovanni Cerruti, O.S.A.
1912-1914 (2 years)
(b. 1880 – d.1919)

Rev. Alfonso Baldassarre, O.S.A.
1914-1926 (12 years)

(b. 1867 – d. 1929)

Rev. Angelo Allegrini, O.S.A.
1961-1971 (10 years)

(b. 1920 – 1972)

Rev. Peter Toscani, O.S.A.
1955-1958 (3 years)
(b. 1921 – d. 2001)

Rev. Louis Diorio, O.S.A.
1958-1961 (3 years)
(b. 1907 – d.1987)

Rev. Claudio Fabrizi, O.S.A
1933-1955 (22 years)

(b. 1904 – d. 1970)

Rev. Eugenio Fiteni, O.S.A.
1927-1928 (1 year)
(b. 1884 – d. 1966)

Rev. Lorenzo Andolfi O.S.A.
1928-1933 (5 years)
(b. 1888 – d. 1962)

Rev. Nicholas Martorano, O.S.A.
1984-Present (28 years)

(b. 1950)

Rev. Joseph Gattinella, O.S.A.
1971-1984 (13 years)

(b. 1917 – d.1987)

OUR 
PASTORS

1912 – PRESENT
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[1] Fr. John Positano Playing Clarinet in a Jazz Orchestra in 1933 Prior  
to Entering Priesthood [2] 1933 First Holy Communion at St Nicholas  

4 5

1933–1944 Temistocle Spina [3] 1942 Communion Breakfast [4] 1941 wedding [5] Wedding Mass 1945 [6] School Class of 1943 [7] Fr. Cirami 
served as Army chaplain during World War II and is seen here with parish service members [8] Madonna de la Catena Society 1944
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[1] 1945 article describing a Mass in honor of parishioners who died in  
service [2] Fr. Fabrizi and Fr. Gattinella preparing for graduation ceremonies  1945–1947 [3] Fr. John playing his famous clarinet [4] Saint Anthony procession [5-6] School children playing in the church 

courtyard 1945 [7] Graduates celebrating in 1945 [8] Principal Sr. Tarcisia with returning high school graduates of 1947
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[1] Communion Breakfast in the late 1940s [2] Fr. John Positano led  
a parish big band in the 1940s [3] Holy Name Society Dinner 1946  1947–1949 [4] Fr. Ambrose Colorito [5] Communion Breakfast 1949 [6] Fr. Joseph Gattinella served as  

an army chaplain [7] The Franciscan Sisters served at the parish school from 1925 to 1951
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1949–1953 [1-2] 1949 May Procession [3-5] Processions in 1951 [6] Boy Scout  
Christmas Party in 1953 [7] 1953 wedding [8] Fr. George DeMarco

3
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[1-2] The new convent was dedicated in 1954 [3] Fr. Anthony Cirami  
[4] 1954 St Anthony procession [5] 1955 wedding of Rosalyn and Vincent 1954–1961 Maisano with Fr. Cirami presiding [6] Class of 1956 School Girls with Mother Musi and Fr. Peter Toscani [7] 1955 wedding  

of Rose and Bob Marinaro [8] 1959 Kindergarten class [9] Assistant priests in 1959 [10] Fr. Diorio’s 25th Jubilee 1961
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I n 1923, Fr. Alfonso Baldassarre placed 
before the Archdiocese the need to build 
a school for the children of his congre-

gation. His wanted to purchase land a block away 
from the church, but it was the site of St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, and it would have meant disturbing the 
remains of those buried there. Instead, in 1924, 
construction began on a parish school at 9th and 
Pierce Streets. The finished school was three sto-

ries in height with 12 classrooms and 
expected to cost $90,000. In September 
1925, the new school opened and was 
staffed by the Missionary Sisters of St. 
Francis. By the late 1940s, Fr. Fabrizi 
wanted to purchase property adjacent to 
the school to provide space for a school-
yard so that the parish children would 
have a safe place to play. Fr. Fabrizi had 
first sought to achieve this objective in 
1947, but deferred his plan as owners of 
the properties raised their selling prices. 
After five years of intermittent negotia-
tions, Archbishop John O’Hara granted 

permission in 1952 for the purchase of the prop-
erties on Pierce Street to expand the parish school 
and provide a playground.
 Shortly before that, in 1951, Fr. Fabrizi se-
cured the Religious Teachers Filippini to replace 
the Sisters of St. Francis and staff the school. In 
May 1955, Fr. Peter J. Toscani received permis-
sion to purchase nearby property for the con-
struction of an annex to the parish school, and 
in 1958, Cardinal O’Hara authorized Fr. Toscani 
to go ahead with the plan, at a cost of $80,000. 
 In 1968, Fr. Angelo Allegrini built an addition-
al school across the street which doubled the 
amount of classrooms available for students of 
the “baby boom” generation.
 From 1951 to 2012 the Religious Teachers 
Filippini and a dedicated lay faculty staffed the 
school.  These teachers had an enormous, posi-
tive influence on generations of parishioners.  
The quality of education they delivered has been 
of the highest caliber and the Catholic values 
they have instilled have been immeasurable. In 
2012 our parish school merged with Annuncia-
tion Parish School to form St. Anthony of Padua 
Regional School. Once again, the Filippini Sis-
ters and lay teachers accepted the challenge to 
serve the new institution, and faithfully serve 
the children of South Philadelphia.

The impact of the Missionary Sisters of 
St. Francis and the Religious Teachers  
Filippini has spanned our entire history. 
These sisters, accompanied by lay 
teachers and staff, have imparted the 
Catholic values our children need.

TH
E  

PA
RI

SH
  S

CH
OO

L

The Fillipini Sisters who arrived at St Nicholas in 
September 1951 were (back) Sr Florence Rinaldi,  
Sr Josehine Schimizzi, Sr Grace Scordo, Sr Elsa 
Donato (front) Sr Mary Rose Del Bonis, Mother 
Columbina Musi, Sr Amelia Musi, Sr Rose Scarfa.
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[1-2] May Crowning 1962 [3] Fr Stephen Bordi [4] Br Jude [5] Augustinians 
of the Vice Province in 1964 [6] Fillipini Sisters in 1962 [7] Parish Dinner in 

5

1962–1967 1965 with Frs Pete & Joe Toscani, Fr Gattinella and Fr Allegrini [8] Newly renovated  
upper church [9] Newly renovated lower church [10] Christ the King Procession 1967
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[1] Fr Adolph Toccafondi [2] Fr Joseph Toscani [3-5] A large number of 
Augustinians gathered in 1967 to celebrate the 25th Jubillee of Fr Adolph 

Toccafondi [6] Fr Vincent Altimare [7] Parish Choir on Holy Saturday 1967  
[8] Church ushers in 1967 [9] 1968 school assembly [10] 1968 ordination of Fr Vince

2

1 3

987 10

1967–1968
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[1-2] Cardinal Krol blessed the new school in 1968 [3] 1968 First  
Holy Communnion [4] Fr Steve LaRosa [5] In 1969 Fr John sat in  
with the Glenn Miller Band under the direction of Buddy De Franco  

[6] School fundraiser [7] 1969 Lady of Mount Carmel Procession [8] 1970 Safety Assembly  
[9] Cub Scouts of Pack 248 [10] In 1970 Fr Allegrini had an audience with Pope Paul IV  
[11] In 1972 Fr Allegrini celebrated his 25th Jubillee
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[1] Holy Name Society Dinner 1972 [2] Fr Larry Clark [3] Student concert 
1972 [4] Class of 1973 [5] Boy Scout events were often accompanied  
by the local Fife and Drum Corps [6] Fr Allegrini Funeral Mass  

[7] 1973 guitar Mass [8] Mass for the school in 1973 [9] Ushers in 1973 [10] Sr Marie led the school children on  
a visit to Mayor Frank Rizzo’s office in 1975 [11] In 1976 Saint Nicholas was represented at the Eucharistic Congress  
held in Philadelphia [12] In 1977 Fr Nick Martorano was ordained [13] Pastor Gattinella with altar boys in 19781972–1984
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I n 1987, on the occasion of the par-
ish’s 75th Anniversary, Fr. Nick Mar-
torano re-established the tradition of 

the Procession of the Saints and has conducted 
this powerful witness of faith every year since. 
The procession has been led every year by the 
legendary Verdi Band, an Italian marching unit 
that was established in the Philadelphia area 
in 1920. In the last decade, Saints Nicholas of 
Tolentine, Padre Pio, and Gianna Beretta Molla 
have been honored in the procession through 
the streets.
 Through the efforts of a committee of dedi-
cated volunteers, involved families and com-
munity sponsors, the event has developed 
into a colossal festival that celebrates both the 
congregation’s Catholic devotion and Italian 
heritage.
 Over the years, the Festival has earned a rep-
utation for featuring authentic Italian cuisine, 
great entertainment and a wonderful spirit en-
joyed by the entire community of South Phila-
delphia.
 Entertainers at the festival have included 
The Four Aces, Charlie Gracie, Joe Piscopo, Ray 
Gelato, Billy Ruth, Frank Tenaglia, Nick Desid-
erio, Mary Mancini, The City Rhythm Orchestra 
and many others.

-
a colossal  

festival  
that celebrates  

both the  
congregation’s  

Catholic  
devotion  

and Italian  
heritage 

-
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[1] 1984 Installation of Fr Nick as pastor [2] Parish choir 1985 [3] Fr Diorio 50th Jubillee 1986  
[4-7] The 75th Anniversary of the parish in 1987 [8] Fr LaRosa visiting school
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[1] 1988 confirmation [2] In 1991 the parish choir sang the National 
Anthem at Veterans Stadium [3] In 1992 the parish celebrated its 80th 
Anniversary and honored 4 parishioners with the St Nicholas Award 

including Bill DeTore [4] Jennie Panvini [5] Dr Anthony Jannelli [6] Lou Nardini  
[7] Class of 1994 [8-9] The altar at Christmas [10-11] Christmas caroling  
on the church steps has been a great tradition at St Nicholas
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[1-2] The Altar at Easter [3] The Golden Age Club [4] 1999 altar servers  
[5] Italian Festival 2007 [6-7] The procession for Corpus Christie  
[8] 2008 First Holy Communion [9] Fr Nick and Fr John [10] Fr Nick and  

Fr John were honored by the Pro Life Union of S.E. Pennsylvania with the  
Pro Life Award [11-12] Fr Nick’s Silver Jubillee [13] 2009 Confirmation  
[14] Fr Nick, Fr John and Fr Jim celebrating St Nicholas Feast Day

2 4

3

8

1110

7 95 6

13

1998–2011
1

12

14



1912–2012: 100th Anniversary  61

A fter its first 100 years, St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine’s persistence clearly dem-
onstrates one outcome of the attempt 

to deal with the “Italian Problem.” Of the 23 
parishes established as national parishes, it is 
one of only two left in the city of Philadelphia, 
and a consistent and enduring reminder of that 
model. In fact, while its comparable parishes 
have almost entirely disappeared or been trans-
formed beyond any recognition of their origins, 
it has not only survived, but thrives as a center 
of faith and community. Now as it celebrates its 
past rooted in its origins as a humble mission, 
it also marks its present viability as a parish. 
Although it has not always had a smooth his-
tory, St. Nick’s shows that the national parish 
was more than a temporary solution, destined 
to pass away as Americanization transformed 
its people and assimilation absorbed them into 
a larger American culture and its society. St. 
Nick’s has shown that it could survive, even be 
stronger than it was in earlier times.
 Many factors contributed to the longevity and 
success of St. Nicholas of Tolentine. For one, 
it has been blessed with a stable population in 
the neighborhood; a congregation that sought 
(and still wants) a church that has retained a 
traditional cultural character. It also has had 
creative leadership that has brought faith to 
the parishioners in a continuingly meaningful 
manner. But its success serves to clarify other 
issues as well. What is a national parish—in this 
case, founded for newly arrived Italians, when 
it is no longer an immigrant church as it was in 
its earlier years, but serves a congregation now 
mainly consisting of third- and fourth-genera-
tion Italian Americans? What role does it play 
not only in preserving their religious faith but 
in conveying their ethnic identity and culture in 
the wake of their assimilation as Americans? 
What the future holds must remain uncertain. 
If we learn from the past, we can only believe 
that St. Nicholas of Tolentine can look forward 
to a future in which it will not only still serve its 
people, but continue to celebrate their faith, cul-
ture, and community. In reaching this occasion, 
perhaps the only remaining point is to use the 
popular Italian phrase to salute the past century 
as well as to wish another 100 years of success 
to St. Nicholas of Tolentine as a parish, home, 
and haven for its people: “Cent’ Anni!”

The history of St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
provides an important lesson for all of 
us who seek to understand how the past 
can become the prologue for the future.

CE
NT

’  A
NN

I

by Dr. Richard Juliani 
(excerpted from The Italian Catholic Experience)

Read Dr. Juliani’s entire essay on the parish 
website:  www.stnicksphila.com
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COMMUNION  
BREAKFAST

(January 22nd)
Our Centennial Year began 

with a beautiful Mass and 
Communion Breakfast 

with over 300 parishioners 
attending. Keynote Speaker  

Dr. Richard Juliani set the tone 
for the year-long celebration by 

sharing his research on Italian 
immigration and the Catholic 

Church’s ministering to the new 
Philadelphia arrivals.

2012 100th ANNIVERSARY CENTENNIAL EVENTS 

JERRY  BLAVAT  
DANCE  PARTY
(February 18th)  
Jerry Blavat hosted a successful 
fundraiser in a fun night of 
dancing and socializing; a large 
parish turnout enthusiastically 
greeted South Philly’s own 
“Geator with the Heater.”

ITALIAN  
MOVIE  NIGHT
(March 11th) 
An evening of short films was 
combined with a fun Quizzo-
style trivia contest on Italian-
American movies.

THE  JOURNEY   
TO  AMERICA
(June 22nd)
A trip to New York retraced the 
steps of the Italian immigrants 
as parishioners visited Ellis 
Island and the New York Tenant 
Museum, ending with dinner in 
Little Italy.

ITALIAN HERITAGE  
NIGHT  AT  THE  
PHILLIES
(July 23rd)
The parish participated in the Phillies 
Italian Heritage Night at Citizens 
Bank Park.  Entertainment included 
the Verdi Band who performs every 
year at the parish festival.
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2012

ITALIAN 
TRADITIONS:   

A BOOK,  
A COOK  

AND MORE! 
(May 18th)

Author Lorraine Ranalli 
discussed her book “Gravy 
Wars” while chefs Mamma 
Maria and Roberta Adamo 

presented a cooking 
demonstration of some  

classic recipes. Local Radio 
personality Paul Perrello  

hosted the event that featured 
food tastings and a Tarantella 

led by the Vivace Italian  
dance troupe.

100th ANNIVERSARY CENTENNIAL EVENTS 
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2012 100th ANNIVERSARY
CENTENNIAL  MASS

(April 29th)
Bishop Louis De Simone led 
concelebrants Bishop Michael 
Fitzgerald, Augustinian Prior 
Provincial Rev. Anthony Genovese, 
Pastor Rev. Nick Martorano and 
other priests from the Augustinian 
community and neighboring 
parishes in a joyous Centennial 
Mass. The parish community, 
past and present, gathered to give 
thanks for the 100 years of “Faith, 
Family and Tradition” that St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine has provided.
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AMORE: 
THE  STORY 
OF  ITALIAN 
AMERICAN 

SONG 
(September 28th)

An exciting concert, “Amore: 
The Story of Italian American 

Song”, was presented at 
Neumann-Goretti auditorium.  

Based on the eponymous book 
by author Mark Rotella who 

also hosted the event, the show 
celebrated the many talented 

singers of Italian descent 
who dominated American 

music for decades. Among the 
accomplished vocal artists were 
Marc Antonelli, Billy Ruth, Steve 

Ritrovato, Jenna Esposito and 
Ray Gelato. They saluted such 
singers as Mario Lanza, Frank 
Sinatra, Bobby Darin, Connie 

Francis, and Louis Prima.

[1] Billy Ruth
[2] Marc Antonelli

[3] Jenna Esposito
[4] Mark Rotella

[5] Steve Ritrovato
[6] Ray Gelato

TRIDIUM
(September 10th, 11th & 12th)

To honor the parish’s patron 
saint, a Tridium of Masses was 

celebrated in September for the 
feast of St. Nicholas of Tolentine.  

Guest celebrant/homilist Rev. 
Tom Mc Carthy, O.S.A., reminded 
the congregation of the teachings 

of St. Nicholas and how he 
continues to serve as a great 

model of Christian life.

2012
1 2 3

4 5 6

100th ANNIVERSARY CENTENNIAL EVENTS 
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2012 100th ANNIVERSARY
CENTENNIAL  MASS
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2012

CENTENNIAL 
ITALIAN 

FESTIVAL 
(October 7th)

The Annual Italian Festival  
gave great witness to the 

Centennial Year’s theme of 
Faith, Family and Tradition.  
Despite the rainy weather, 
a large crowd came out to 
demonstrate the generous 

 spirit that exists among  
St. Nicholas parishioners  

and parish supporters.

100th ANNIVERSARY CENTENNIAL EVENTS 
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2012 100th ANNIVERSARY
CENTENNIAL  GALA

(April 29th)
Following the Centennial Mass, a crowd 
of over 600 parishioners and friends 
gathered at the Vie Ballroom on North 
Broad Street for a gala celebration. 
The festive evening of fine food, music 
and dancing was a huge success 
and a testament to the affection and 
commitment so many area Catholics 
have for St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
Church. It was an unforgettable event, 
with a spirit of pride and camaraderie 
that will be carried forward as the 
parish moves into its second century.
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S THANK  YOU
Frank and Mary Baldino
Carmella Bruno
Buchanico Family
C & R Building Supply
Frank Campese, Jr., Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Casella, Sr.
Dr. Michael Cherella
Mrs. Floss Coley-St. Nicholas School  

“Thanks for the Memories”
David Thomas Tours, Inc.
Carmela R. D’Angelo
Louis DeAngelo
A.P. Donato Funeral Home, Inc.
Bernadette Esposito
Nunzio Fortuna Roofing, Inc.
Ray, Marcy, Monique and Marcella Garcia
Nella Genovese
John and Barbara Girardo & Family
Peter G. Gori
Grasso Funeral Home
Anne Grossman
In Memory of Angelo and Mary La Greca
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Joyce
In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. David Keating
Magnarelli Clergy Apparel
Vincent, Terrie and Matthew Maisano
In Memory of James and Irene Martorano
Medica Family
William D. Mestichelli, DDS
Jo-Ann Parillo
Ronald Rex Piselli Funeral Chapels, Inc.
Pitale Family
Prudential Savings Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Domenic Punzo & Family
Ristorante Pesto
Nicholas J. Renzi, Esq.
Joseph F. Ruffenach Funeral Home
Sabin & Associates, Inc.
Frank Siligrini
Terranova Funeral Home
In Memory of Sam and Ursula Terrizzi
The Umile’s - Christine, Joseph, Anthony,  

Diane, and Christine
In Memory of Jack P. Verdi
Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Wintering

Silver Sponsors
In Memory of Frank Blase from Theresa Blasé
Jeanette Bonanni in honor of Maria, Anthony, 

Donna & Mark Bonanni
Arthur and Theresa Carrado
Mr. And Mrs. Anthony Casile, Sr.
Costobile Family
Criniti’s Meat Market
In Memory of Sam DeLuca
In Memory of Constance DiGiovanni
Diner at the Plaza - Serving Breakfast, Lunch, 

Dinner, Cocktails, Beer
In Memory of Thomas DiNote
Diorio Family
Lois Fortuna & Family
Frances Giunta
Jean Ioele
Marie Laprocido
James Martotano, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Maynard
Mecca Family
Mr. and Mrs. Rufino N. Menguito
Joseph Mikolaitis
Patricks Church Goods, Inc.
Politano Family
Helen Santarelli
Amelia Saraullo

General Sponsors & Memorials
Tom Albanese
Serafina Alberici
Michael and Joann Lerro Altamuro
Frank Altimare
In Memory of Anthony Aquila
In Memory of Barbato Family from Jennie Panvini
Jackie Bertrand
DJ P-Leah AKA Desiree’ Caldwell
Tommasina Capilli
Vincent Caramanna
Lucy Carto
Donna M. Cavallaro, Ph.D.
In Memory of the D’Amico Family
Marie DeCaro
Angelina DeFazio
John and Mary DeGregorio
Anna DelBorrello

Antonio and Rosa DelMastro
Maria G. DelMastro
Sara DiFeliciantonio Rose DiLiberto
Michael and Geri Donato
In Memory of Rev. Claudio Fabrizi, O.S.A.
In Memory of Pasquale and Victoria Fabrizi
James Fiorello
Salvatore Fiorello
Grace Franchino
Ms. Marie Frattali
Mrs. Mary Giannoni
Umberto Gidaro
Marie Giordano
Marilyn Grecco
Rita Intelisano
Congrats from Cass, Felix and Shawn Larizzio
In Memory of Andrea and Assunta Larocca
Little Beth Boutique
Lucidi Salon & Jewelers
Augustine Matticola and Parents
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen McGovern
John and Maryann Mondello
Robert and Irene Morgano-Castorina
Gloria Morrone
Joanne Perri & Family
In Memory of Joseph Perri
Mr. And Mrs. Thomas Piermatteo
Mary And Ann Pizzuti
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Rossini & Family 

“Congratulations on 100 Years”
Sammi’s Shoebox
In Memory of Raffaele Sesso & Family
Maria Girardo Smith
Ralph Squillace
Gaetena Stofanik
Mario A. Ucci
Elaine Vandeputte
In Memory of Lorenzo Vernacchio
Angie Virone
Zevin’s Drug Store, Inc.

Diamond Sponsors
In memory of Carmelo & Ida Adamo and  

Deceased Members of Adamo Family
Tony Lukes (Old Philly Style Sandwiches)
In Memory of Frank and Antoinette Pinto
Barbara R. Ricci - devoted parishioner and friend
In Gratitude - Mrs. Theresa Romeo-Aponte
In Memory of Amerigo and Dorothy Russo
In Memory of Temistocle A. Spina
Mr. and Mrs. Enrico Tini, Jr.

Platinum Sponsors
Regina and Joe Cavallero
Dave & Busters, Inc.
Marrone Law Firm, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Montone
Salvatore Profeta in memory of Alda “Adele” Profeta
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Quinn
Gary and Susan Tavella
The Toscani Family
Fred Vidi

Gold Sponsors
P. Agnes, Inc.
In Memory of Marie Andricola - by Loving Family
Mr. and Mrs. Salvatore A. Cavallaro
Leonard DeMasi
In Memory of Josephine DiSpaldo
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Gangemi
In Memory of Frank Grossman
Jefferson University Hospitals
Mr. and Mrs. John Margarite
Pauzano and Bariana Families
Loredana Sesso and Benjamin Mroz
Mr. and Mrs. James Spina
Stolfo’s Funeral Home

Bronze Sponsors
A & P Custom Kitchens
Chabelis Alegria
Louis and Julia Alessi
Marie R. Alfonsi
Victor and Mary Ann Alfonsi
Angelina Ansaldo
Anthony and Pat Arcuri
Joseph P. Badolato, D.O., P.C.
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2012 100th ANNIVERSARY
CENTENNIAL  GALA
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Marie Alfonsi
Angela Allegra

Josephine Antenucci
Josie Bizzaro
Bob Buckley

Sr. Mary Esther Carsele, MPF
Joe Cavallero

Regina Cavallero
Floss Coley

Roseanne D’Armi
Louise DiSpigno

Bernadette Esposito
John Girardo
Len Guercio

Phyllis Guercio

Carmela Joyce
Vince Maisano

Fr. Nick Martorano, OSA
Sr. Joanne Manns, MPF

Sue Margarite
Angela Martello

Joanne Perri
Loretta Pomante

Frank Quinn
Barbara Ricci
Lisa Russo

Norma Russo
Loredana Sesso-Mroz

Peter Spina
Sue Tavella

CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE
Thank you to our

Printed and Bound
in the U.S.A.

COOKE PUBLISHING COMPANY
Warminster, Pennsylvania

We sincerely hope that the information gathered in these pages presents a true picture 
of the first one hundred years of Saint Nicholas of Tolentine Parish. We apologize for 
any omissions or factual errors. To the host of unnamed parishioners and community 
members who came to our assistance, we extend sincere appreciation, along with the 
hope that you are pleased with the results of our combined efforts. May all of us con-
tinue to grow in our faith and in our mission to serve our sisters and brothers and to 
respond with the same love entrusted to us by God our Father.

Photos of Centennial Mass and Gala by Mike Moffa. 
Other Centennial Year photos by Bill McCovick and Donato Valentino.
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